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Museum Newsletter August 2017 
 
Acquisition of land for Wainuiomata Maternity Hospital 
In September 1955 the Wellington Hospital Board approved in principle the purchase of eight acres 
from one of two properties. One on the eastern foothills belonging to the estate of James Wright and 
the other, being adjacent, belonging to the Glendale Land Company Limited. A year later 
discussions took place between the Ministry of Works, the Wellington Hospital Board and the 
Wainuiomata Development Company. "In view of the lack of road access to the areas originally 
selected, a new site is being investigated, with the view of fitting in with the Company's proposed 
development." An area of 9.7 acres owned by the Wainuiomata Development Company was 
selected about April 1957. By October the Company had advised that road access to the site will not 
be available until the summer of 1958/59. 
 
In February 1959 the Glendale Land Company offered to make available Lot 28, a large rear lot of 
about 8 acres that had an 80 foot frontage to Moohan Street for £3,000. With a view to allowing 
more than one means of access it was decided that an area of 9a 3r 32.7p covering Lots 28 to 38 
inclusive be purchased for £9,900. The land was described as gently sloping upwards to the east, 
mostly clear of gorse, and appears to be sufficiently drained. Lots 29 to 38 are residential lots along 
Moohan Street and have been surveyed and cleared. The purchase was approved in May 1959. 
 
In November 1962 the Hospital Board received a report that the site was wet and boggy. Surface 
water was apparent in many places and there were permanent springs or seepage spots despite 
manmade deep culverts on the eastern and southern boundaries. They also learnt from a 
householder in Moohan Street, who had been resident for three years, that some of the houses had 
green mould on the underside of the flooring and foundation timbers. Four months later, it was 
concluded that "with adequate steps being taken to overcome the drainage problem and the 
necessary earthworks undertaken the site would be suitable for the proposed Maternity Hospital." 
 
The expanding roll of Wainuiomata College led to the Hospital Board being asked, in June 1963, if 
the land, situated south of the school, could be acquired for the school. In the absence of an 
alternative site, the answer was no. In October the Board was asked whether the Intermediate 
School site in Wellington Road may be a suitable alternative. On inspection the Hospital Board learnt 
that the area "is very low lying, is subject to flooding and that disposal of sewerage and storm water 
could only be achieved by pumping." The Board's Consulting Engineer advised very strongly against 
accepting this site. The Board was then asked if they would consider selling their site to the Crown. 
 
In March 1964 the Board still intended to build a hospital and was prepared to accept in exchange a 
block of land off Nelson Street to the north of the College. A report of the site, made in May, stated 
that it was approximately seven acres and varied from low wet areas and creeks to steep hillside. 
Development of a smaller area of two acres at the north end would give a dry elevated sunny site. 
For the area required for a 20 bed maternity hospital, the Nelson Street site provides for better 
utilisation of the land than at Moohan Street. 
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Negotiations regarding the price for the land then took place between the Hospital Board and 
Wainuiomata Development Ltd. In August 1964 the Board rejected the requested price of £9,000 
and indicated that it would reconsider if an independent registered valuer provided figures to support 
it. This was done and the valuation supported the company’s figure. The argument was that the 
Company had already spent approximately £4,000 on clearing and replacing soft pockets with hard 
fill and naturally it wished to recover this.  
 
In December a full engineering report, commissioned by the Board, described Nelson Street as 
formed in two parts, the subject land lying undeveloped in between. The locality is handy to a local 
shop and bus service and the new Wainuiomata College is within easy walking distance. Also a 
small Catholic School is nearing completion a short distance away in Wise Street. The sum of 
£7,500 for the land was deemed to be a fair figure and was recommended to the Board. After further 
negotiations the company agreed, in June 1966, to accept the price of £7,750 and to make provision 
for a second access road at the north east end of the site in due course. A Gazette Notice declaring 
land taken for a hospital was published on 19 March 1970.  
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Wainuiomata Maternity Hospital issue is raised in Parliament 50 years ago 
 
After the death of Mick Moohan, MP for Petone, in February 1967, 
Mr Fraser MacDonald Colman won the resulting by-election and 
gave his maiden speech at Parliament on 17 May 1967. "May I, at 
a time when the Government seems bent upon either closing down 
or retarding hospital services in many parts of the country, make a 
plea for the immediate establishment of a maternity hospital in 
Wainuiomata. With each passing day the need and the urgency for 
this essential amenity increases.” 
 
“With the tremendous burden of work undertaken by the resident 
practitioners, practically no maternity work is undertaken by them.” 
[At the time three resident doctors served a population of 14,000 
and there were about 500 births annually.]  
 
Colman continued “Let the Government get its priorities in proper perspective and place the 
essential needs of the people before financial and other considerations. I say here and now that 
representatives of all political parties who have contested elections since 1960 have pledged their 
support for the establishment of a maternity hospital in Wainuiomata. The Government has let down 
its own candidates over this question for far too long now… We are now told that the building of a 
maternity hospital in Wainuiomata cannot proceed because of the financial stringencies being 
applied by the Government at present. I say that the Government cannot afford not to proceed with 
this amenity, even at the present time, and I shall be doing all in my power to move the Government 
in this matter. The decision is one for the Government and the Government alone.” 
 
Also in May 1967 Colman had the support of Mrs Nancy Margaret Caldwell, QSM (1925-2016). Her 
previous experience as a nurse helped her to become the first Wainuiomata representative on the 
Wellington Hospital Board. As a mother of a young family living in Hine Road she fought hard “for 
what she believes are minimum facilities for the district.” Of particular concern was the lack of 
facilities for expectant mothers in Wainuiomata and that the area needed its own obstetrician and 
maternity hospital.  
 
In late July 1967 the Wellington Hospital Board, in response to a recent deputation from Hutt County 
Council, indicated that a maternity hospital in Wainuiomata would not provide ante natal treatment 
as this was only available at those hospitals which are also training schools. 
 
In September 1967 a Wainuiomata deputation proposed to the Minister of Health a 38-bed hospital 
to be known as a community trust hospital to cater for maternity and low-risk patients in the area. It 
was a new concept for New Zealand and would provide for the needs of a community such as 
Wainuiomata. It would also attract further doctors. The Minister also received a letter from the 
Wainuiomata Maori Women’s Welfare League about hospital facilities and the reply was that the 
responsibility was primarily that of the Wellington Hospital Board. 
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In another parliamentary speech, on 16 November 1967, Colman “joined with his colleagues in 
pleading for additional assistance for Plunket societies in fast-developing housing areas such as 
Wainuiomata, where the population had doubled in the last six years. Half the population was under 
15 years of age, and that placed a tremendous strain on the society’s resources. The Wainuiomata 
Plunket Committee, of some 15 willing people, had to raise about $3,000 a year to meet the 
society’s commitments. Could not a special grant be made to such areas?  
 
The Opposition wholeheartedly supported the Plunket Society’s appeal for additional help and 
trusted it would receive a sympathetic hearing.” The Right Hon Keith Holyoake (Prime Minister) 
replied: “Did Opposition members not appreciate that any extra expenditure had first to be raised by 
taxing the people, including those who lived in rapidly developing areas such as Wainuiomata, 
Stokes Valley, and Otara? The capacity to expend was directly related to the capacity of the people 
to be taxed.”  
 
 

 


