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Evening Post 19 August 1921 War Memorial – Unveiled at Wainui 
At Wainui-o-mata yesterday a memorial stone, inscribed with the names of residents who served in 
the war, was unveiled by Brigadier-General Richardson in the presence of a large gathering. The 
ceremony was arranged by the local branch of the New Zealand Farmers’ Union, and was presided 
over by Mr A. L. Hunt (sub-provincial president). 
 
Mr Hunt said that twenty men had left the peaceful Wainui Valley, prompted by a high sense of duty, 
to fight for those near and dear to them. Four had lost their lives. He hoped the memorial would 
remind the children of the future of the sacrifices made. To the men who had returned he gave an 
assurance that New Zealand intended to stand by them. 
 
General Richardson said that Wainui-o-mata had sent to the war a greater percentage of its men 
than the average for New Zealand. They should not forget the relatives and dependents of the fallen, 
or those men who had returned disabled. 
 
Speeches were also made by Major Hardham, V.C., on behalf of the Wellington R.S.A., and Mr A. 
G. Cook, president of the local branch of the Farmers’ Union. When the memorial was unveiled the 
Last Post was sounded, and floral emblems were placed on the stone. 

 
Wainuiomata Advertiser 23 April 1983 – The Way We Were 
Looking at Early Wainui-o-Mata with the Historical Society 
 
In 1914 New Zealand with the rest of the British Empire, went to war. 
When it was over, more than 100,000 – or about half those of military age – had served. Some 
18,500 died, an enormous loss to a young country with only a million population. These men came 
from the cities and from many of the small settlements. Wainuiomata, with a population of around 
two hundred, was one of them. 
 
Those who enlisted were remembered on the War Memorial that now stands in front of the 
community centre. Originally it was erected and dedicated in 1922 in front of the Wainuiomata 
School. It stood on the bank above the Main Road for forty years until, when alterations were made 
to the school, it was shifted to its present site. In the shift the upper part was damaged, but has since 
been repaired. 
 
Have you read the inscription? “In Memory of the Boys of Wainuiomata.” The names there are: 
Died – R. Burrows, J. Burrows, W. Burrows, W. Bulliman. Served – J. B. Anderson, L. P. Apperley, 
C. O. Burdan, E. Barrett, W. Breen, T. Clarke, A. T. Gustafson, S. J. Orr, W. E. Prouse, F. L. 
Scholes, F. W. Wheeler, A. E. Williams, C. H. Wood. 
 
And here is a great tragedy. Three brothers, sons of the local postmaster died. According to the 
records their deaths were separated by time and place. The whole village must have been shattered 
by the news. 
 
Another name omitted from those who died, perhaps not listed as a casualty, was that of Harold 
Thomson. He died at sea on the way to Gallipoli. It seems appropriate that in Anzac week we should 
take a second look at our War Memorial. 
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