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Laying of the Foundation Stone of the new Wesleyan Chapel, Hardy Street, Nelson 
The Colonist 20 Nov 1857 Local News 

 
 
 
Laying of the Foundation Stone of the new Wesleyan Chapel, Hardy Street, Nelson. On 
Tuesday last this important and interesting ceremony took place in the midst of a large 
concourse of people. Although the weather was very unsettled, it did not prevent the fair sex 
from embracing the opportunity which such an event afforded. The ceremony of laying the 
stone was performed by Donald Sinclair, Esq., late speaker of the Provincial Council. At 4 
o’clock, p.m., the hour chosen for laying the stone, the Rev. Mr Warren, Superintendent of 
the circuit, went on the ground accompanied by the Rev. Mr Butt, episcopal clergyman, the 
Rev. Mr Calder, presbyterian minister, the Rev. Mr Dolamore, baptist minister, David Rough, 
Esq., collector of H. M. customs, - Cottew, Esq., Mr Jenkins, native interpreter, George 
McRae, Esq., M.P.C., Thomas Renwick, Esq., M.P.C., Alfred Fell, Esq., Messrs Lightband, 
M. Campbell, George Aitken, Foy, Hough, and other gentlemen. The proceedings 
commenced by the Rev. Mr Warren giving out the following hymn:- 
 
   Great God, thy watchful care we bless, 
   Which guards these sacred courts in peace; 
   Nor dare tumultuous foes invade 
   To fill thy worshippers with dread. 
 
   These walls we to thy honor raise, 
   Long may they echo to thy praise! 
   And thou, descending, fill the place, 
   With choicest tokens of thy grace. 
 
   And in the great decisive day, 
   When God the nations shall survey, 
   May it before the world appear, 
   That crowds were born to glory here. 
 
after which the Rev. Mr Calder engaged in prayer. The Rev. Mr Warren then read the 3rd 
chapter of the second book of Chronicles, setting forth the commencement of building the 
temple erected by Solomon. The cornerstone was then lowered, by means of a rope and 
pulley, to its resting place. A cavity underneath the stone was made for the purpose of 
depositing a bottle containing the following document and other articles:- 
 
On the 17th day of November, A.D. 1857, In the 21st year of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria, This Foundation Stone of the second Wesleyan Church erected at Nelson was laid 
by Donald Sinclair, Esq., J.P. and Speaker of the First Provincial Council in Nelson. 
 
Governor-General of New Zealand – His Excellency Colonel T. Gore Browne, C.B. 
Superintendent of the Province of Nelson – His Honor J. P. Robinson, Esq. 
 
Officers of the Wesleyan Church 
President of the Conference – Rev. John Manton 
Chairman of the District – Rev. James Buller 
Superintendent of the Circuit – Rev. John Warren. 
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Trustees:- Revds. John Aldred, James Watkin, Samuel Ironside. Messrs Wm. Hough, Adam 
Jackson, John Riley, Thomas Foy, M. W.Lightband, Robert Burn, M. Campbell, William 
Jenkins, Benjamin Crisp. 
 
Architect – W. Beatson, Esq., Builders – Messrs Robertson and Black. 
 
Specimens of Gold first found in the Aorere, and Copper from the Dun Mountain and 
Croixelles mines, together with the current coin of the realm, the Colonist and Examiner 
newspapers, almanac for 1857, electoral roll and Government Gazette completed the 
contents of the bottle. 
 
Mr Sinclair said – “I lay this stone as the foundation stone of a building to be devoted to the 
service of God by the Wesleyans. They (the Wesleyans) were the first religious community in 
Nelson who had met in a decent building for public worship, the Church of England having 
held their assemblies in the Emigration Barracks. He, Mr. S. was not a member of the 
Wesleyans, but of the Church of England, and it shewed the liberal feeling of that body in 
calling upon him to lay the Stone.” 
 
After singing the Doxology and the Queen’s Anthem the company adjourned to Mr 
Campbell’s school-room, where they sat down to an excellent tea. The utmost good feeling 
seemed to prevail throughout. There not being room enough in the school-room, the Baptist 
body very kindly lent their chapel for a Public Meeting, which took place the same evening, 
Mr Sinclair occupying the chair. The meeting was addressed by the chairman, Revds. 
Messrs. Warren, Thomas, Dolamore, Messrs Beatson, Hough and Garner, but want of space 
compel us to omit their speeches. In concluding our remarks we cannot but express our 
regret that some person did not preside at the Harmonium competent to add to, instead of 
detracting from, the melody of public praise. 


