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Correspondence – The Natives; William Jenkins writes to the Editor of the Colonist 
The Colonist 3 April 1860 

 
 
Sir, As much needless excitement is being manifested by many of my fellow citizens, 
caused, I suppose, by the busy circulation of a multitude of reports respecting the natives; 
and as I have thoroughly investigated every circumstance connected with these reports, I am 
induced to state all I know of the matter through the medium of the press. 
 
A few days ago a respectable chief of the Ngatitoa tribe, a nephew of the well known 
Rauparaha, and brother of the late much respected Rawiri Puaha, arrived in Nelson for the 
purpose of asking the authorities here to sanction the object of his visit to this province, 
namely, to invite the natives from the various districts of the province to assemble in Nelson 
within a few weeks, to demonstrate their loyalty to the Queen and their attachment to the 
Government, and their determination to remain neutral in regard to the Taranaki war. 
 
Hohepa first waited on the Resident Magistrate, when an audience, was appointed for the 
next day, which accordingly took place in the office of the Superintendent, his Honor and 
several officers of the Government being present. Hoepa then explained the object of his 
visit, and stated that he had spent nearly a month in Golden Bay and Motueka in company 
with the natives there, and declared that all of them were most anxious to support the 
Governor in the prompt steps he has taken against Wiremu Kingi and his adherents, and are 
desirous of coming at once to Nelson to declare their allegiance to the Queen and their good 
will towards the Pakehas generally; and that he, Hoepa, was now about to despatch a 
messenger to the Pelorus, Queen Charlotte Sound, and the Wairau, to confer with the 
natives in those districts on the same subject; and as he did not wish to take this step without 
submitting his intention to the authorities, he had waited upon them for that purpose. 
 
After a long interview Hoepa was told that there was no objection to such a course of action; 
and if the natives came peacably and orderly, he might send his messenger forthwith, which 
was accordingly done. The next day he returned to Motueka, to await the arrival of his 
messenger. 
 
Now, sir, this was no sooner known than the whole city became intensely excited, and many 
pretended to be very much alarmed indeed at the prospect of 150 or 200 natives coming to 
Nelson on an errand of peace and goodwill; and some were so agitated as to declare that all 
the natives were “treacherous scoundrels;” that they ought to be treated as conquered 
savages;” that the “Government ought to have known better than to sanction such a subtle 
scheme;” and a hundred other substitutions of declamation for argument were heard in 
Nelson on Saturday last. Amongst other silly reports, brought to bear on the subject, was one 
to the effect that the old savage chief Paramatta had come over to Wakapuaka with a 
number of his followers, for the purpose of enlisting the sympathy of the natives there in 
favour of Wiremu Kingi; and that because that noble, loyal, young chief, Te Manua, had 
refused to yield, he had been deposed, and Paramatta was now the chief of Wakapuaka. 
 
We read that “a little learning is a dangerous thing.” This is particularly applicable to those 
who have a smattering of the native language, in times of agitation and danger. If people do 
not understand what the natives say, they should not gratuitously circulate reports 
manufactured out of materials which sheer ignorance has heaped together. Little matters 
lead to great results sometimes; and if the natives only knew all that passed in Nelson 
respecting them on Saturday last, it would sever that friendship and good feeling which have 
hitherto existed between the races on this island. 
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With regard to the above report, I can unhesitatingly state that Paramatta has no power to 
depose Te Manua, who is, accoring to Maori and English law, the rightful owner of the native 
lands at Wakapuaka; and it is well known that, although Paramatta had some years ago, 
without Te Manua’s knowledge, sold the aforesaid land Mr McLean, and most of the 
influential chiefs from the Wellington province did their utmost to induce him to yield his right 
to the soil, he firmly confronted them all, and in a few words silenced them, and positively 
refused to acknowledge the purchase, and is now acknowledged to be the sole proprietor. All 
that has happened is this. There has been a marriage between Paramatta’s son and Te 
Manua’s niece, and they have been feasting on the occasion, and many respectable 
European ladies and gentlemen were invited to feast, and they all “ate, drank, and were 
merry.” And out of these materials some wiseacre has concocted the foregoing report. 
 
But have we anything to fear from the natives of this province? That is the question. From 
what I know of these natives (and I have been personally and intimately acquainted with the 
whole of them for eighteen years, and have had a better chance than any other person of 
ascertaining their disposition), I unhesitatingly declare it to be my firm opinion, that there is 
not the slightest ground for supposing that the natives of this island will at all sympathise with 
the war party. I formerly knew something of Wiremu Kingi, and I am well acquainted with his 
relatives and friends in Queen Charlotte Sound, who so long as he was on friendly terms 
with Government, respected him, but since he has shown a disposition to rebel they, with 
very few exceptions, have ceased to respect him; and although he has often endeavoured to 
induce them to join him, they have invariably refused to do so. 
 
The following FACTS are worth something. It may be remembered that some months back a 
party of the Ngatiruanui (a branch of the great Ngatiawa) tribe was about to leave Queen 
Charlotte Sound. An officer of the General Government here was alarmed, and endeavoured 
to prevent their departure, but in vain; they went, to inherit the land of their fathers, and to die 
there in peace. On their arrival in Taranaki they found things in a more disturbed state than 
they anticipated; they could not quietly and peacably settle down on their lands, and they 
said, “We did not come here to fight with the white man; we came to cultivate the soil, as we 
have always been accustomed to do. We leave the land to those who think it worth their 
while to quarrel; we will return to our little rocky settlements in Queen Charlotte Sound.” And 
they did so, and are now on their way back again, if they have not already arrived. Their 
friends at Motueka, who had disposed of their goods and chattels in order to follow them to 
Taranaki, have, since the news of war reached us, abandoned their intention, and are now 
going to remain, notwithstanding the sacrifice they had made to go. 
 
Now these facts – and they are FACTS – unmistakably show the disposition of the men, and 
ought to assure us how little we have to fear from these unoffending natives. They are much 
more timid and fearful with regard to us, than we have any reason to be with regard to them. 
The natives in this province are very unlikely to agree to a conspiracy against the whites, and 
for this reason: There are but a few hundreds of them altogether, and in each settlement the 
population is made up of men of different grand tribes and numberless divisions and 
subdivisions of tribes. There are the Ngatitoa, of which Rauparaha was the head; Ngatirarua, 
the Ngatitama, the Kiriwhera, and a host of others into which this tribe is split; then the 
Taranaki, with the Puketapu, the Ngatirahiri, and many other divisions. Then the Rangitane 
and Ngatikuia; and these are again split up into about twenty more, each having their own 
petty jealousies. So that it would be a very difficult task for any native chief, even though he 
possessed ten times the influence of Wiremu Kingi, to unite the people under one standard 
to rebel against the Government for which they had a well grounded respect. 
 
Now, Sir, I believe that the surest way of securing the friendship and respect of the natives 
here is, to take them cordially by the hand and show them that you respect them; whenever 
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they make overtures of a pacific and friendly nature, either towards the Government of the 
settlers, and not look upon these overtures with suspicion and distrust, and thus do all we 
can to keep them at a distance from us. 
 
It is very natural, under existing circumstances, that the female portion of our community 
should feel some little alarm, but the sooner their fears are dispelled the better, and the 
proposed meeting of the natives here, would, I am convinced, do much towards 
accomplishing that object. 
 
I have conversed on this subject with a great many intelligent citizens, and I am happy to say 
that most of them agree with me, that should the said meeting take place the result would be 
beneficial, and tend to unite the races, whereas, should there be steps taken to prevent it, 
now that something has been done in the matter, the effect on the native mind would be very 
injurious. 
 
I may here say that I have authority to mention the names of the Rev. J. Warren, Mr W. 
Hough, and Mr James Lovell, as cordially approving of what I have here adduced; the two 
former gentlemen having been intimately acquainted with the natives of the Northern Island 
for many years – and the latter gentleman having lived amongst the natives of Blind Bay for 
upwards of 15 years, and is thoroughly conversant with their habits and dispositions. 
 
And I will only just add that this would not be the first great meeting of natives in Nelson, 
during a season of intense excitement. Who, among the old settlers does not remember the 
muster of many hundreds of Maories by the request of the Government – only a few months 
after the Wairau Massacre? That meeting was convened for the purpose of settling a land 
question, and although there was some manifestation of excitement on the occasion, who 
ever feared for the result? And yet those natives were ready all armed, and nearly equal in 
numbers to the male population of Nelson at that time. Other instances might be shown but I 
forbear, having already, I fear, trespassed too much upon your space, while matter is so 
abundant. W. Jenkins, Government Interpreter. 


